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To the east of the sandalwood tract lie a succession of hills covered
by open forest, of no particularly large timber; but containing some teak
(Tectona grandis), sal (Shorea (?) ) , acha (Hardwiekia binata), atti
(Bauhinia racemosa), kaddukkdy (Terminalia chebula), matti (Termi-
nalia tomentosa),vellai naga (Anogeissus latifolia), vengei (Pterocarpus
marsupium), karungali (Acacia sundra), unjei (Albizzia amara), kar-
kattam (Zizyphus glabrata), satinwood (Chloimylon swietenia), and
other trees.

These hills are also much used as a grazing-ground.

Sandalwood appears again in large quantities about the village of
Hassanur, which lies in a basin to the east of these hills; and this
tree is found along the whole of the Pulinjur valley.

The forest in the Pulinjur valley is of much larger growth than that
on the hills, and a large trade is carried on by Mysore merchants in
bamboos and timber from this part of the forest.

The tract to the east of Dirobum is peculiar. It consists of a high
plateau known as the Malaikdd, and is much interspersed with hill
villages inhabited by Badagas, who have emigrated at various times from
the Nilgiris. The average height of this plateau is over 4,000 feet, and
here sandalwood is found in abundance, though the elevation is rather
high for this growth.

From Hassanur the road ascends a gh&t to Greddasul. Sandalwood
entirely disappears from the forest a short distance from the foot of the
gh&t, the general forest growth being similar to that on the fa'llg
above described.

About Greddasul for some distance is found a tract of really fine
forest, good specimens of blackwood (Dalbergia latifolia) growing among
the other trees mentioned. Along the margin of the streams mango
trees grow to a large size, showing a certain amount of moisture in the
subsoil. After leaving Geddasul the general character of the forest over
the hills is open, and the trees are for the most part small and stunted;
and with the exception of the tract along the foot of the Billigirirungua
hills to the west, and the slopes of some of the higher ranges on the east,
this open, stunted growth is the general characteristic of the North
Ooimbatore forests.

The whole forest tract is more or less interspersed with villages, and
is at present grazed over. On the eastern slopes the chief wood is acha
(Hardwickia binata), which attains considerable size ; teak as a rule is
not of first-class dimensions*

Sandalwood is found more or less in the neighbourhood of all the
hill villages, particularly about that part of the Satyamangalam taluk of
which Bkkatur is the centre; that part of Kolleg&l of which. Purse-
gottndenpolliem is the centre; and on the Ponasamalai and Mddai-
swaramalai; and in Bhav&oi on the Buxgoor and Katrimalai.
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